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acteristic of our Minstrel poems. 3d, With respect to
the Gohlin Page, it is by no means necessary that the
superstition on which this is founded should be univer-
sally or even generally current. It is quite sufficient
that it should exist somewhere in the neighborhood of
the castle where the scene is placed; and it cannot fairly
be required, that because the goblin is mischievous, all
his tricks should be directed to the production of general
evil. The old idea of goblins seems to have been that
they were essentially active, and careless about the mis-
chief they produced, rather than providentially malicious.
"We therefore (i. e., Frere and myself) dissent from
all the reviewer's objections to these circumstances in the
narrative ; but we entertain some doubts about the pro-
priety of dwelling so long on the Minstrel songs in the
last canto. I say we doubt^ because we are not aware of
your hawing ancient authority for such a practice; but
though the attempt was a bold one, inasmuch as it is not
usual to add a whole canto to a story which is already fin-
ished, we are far from wishing that you had left it un-
attempted. I must tell you the answer of a philosopher
(Sir Henry Englefield) to a friend of his who was criticis-
ing the obscurity of the language used in the Minstrel.
4 1 read little poetry, and often am in doubt whether I
exactly understand the poet's meaning; but I found,
after reading the Minstrel three times, that I understood it
all perfectly.' ' Three times? ' replied his friend. 4 Yes,
certainly; the first time I discovered that there was a
great deal of meaning in it; a second would have cleared
it all up, but that I was run away with by the beautiful
passages, which distracted my attention; the third time
I skipped over these, and only attended to the scheme
and structure of the poem, with which I am delighted.'
At this conversation I was present, and though I could
not help smiling at Sir Henry's mode of reading poetry,
was pleased to see the degree of interest which he took
in the narrative."the general char-oversy
